Serger Tips

Un-Serge:  

To un-serge an Overlock Stitch, locate the needle threads and pull them out.  The needle threads will be the shortest threads in the thread chain.

Overlapping Serger Stitches:  

Use this method to clean finish a circular seam or any time you finish a seam where you have started stitching.  You can do this by stitching a few stitches over your starting stitches.  To remove the fabric without stitching away at an angle, lift your presser foot and loosen the threads from the front of the needles.  This will give you just enough room to ease your fabric away from the presser foot.  Then, chain off a bit and cut off the stitching.  You stitches will be secure because you have anchored the stitches by stitching over your previous stitches.

Blanket Stitch:

Use decorative thread in the needle such as Success Yarn and Wooly Nylon or Poly Wooly in the Lower Looper.  The settings mentioned below work best for Polar Fleece and may need to be adjusted for different weight fabrics.  For the 2 Thread Overlock & and 2 Thread Flatlock, you will need to disengage your Upper Looper by installing a converter piece.

A. 2 Thread Overlock Method:

Set up your machine by threading the Left Needle and the Lower Looper.  The tensions will be (1) for the needle, (5) for the Lower Looper, Stitch Length (5.0), Differential Feed (1.0) and Stitch Width for your Cutting Knife (7).

Serge over a strip of dissolvable stabilizer (Solvy or Agua Magic).  Use the stabilizer to pull your stitches to the edge of your fabric. 

B.  2 Thread Flat Lock Method:

Same settings as above except Differential Feed is (1.5)

C.  3 Thread Flat Lock Method:

You will need to thread the Left Needle, Upper Looper and Lower Looper.  Set the tensions at (1) for the Needle, ( 1-2) for the Upper Looper and (6-7) for the Lower Looper. 

Note:  The 2 Thread Overlock and 2 and 3 Thread Flatlock are virtually the same stitch.  The primary use of the 2 Thread Overlock is to finish a seam edge.  The Flatlock is used when you are joining two pieces of fabric that you intend to pull the seams apart.

Hat Construction:

Childs Hat:

Cut (1) Band 21 ¼” (S), 22 ¼” (M) or 23” (L) x 3 ¼”

Cut (1) Crown same as above  x 10 ¾”

Adult Hat:

Cut (1) Band 22 ½” (S), 23 ½” (M) or 24 ½” (L) x 5 ¼”

Cut (1) Crown same as above x 15 ¼”

The Blanket Stitch is done first to the lower edge of the Band and upper edge of the Crown.  I chained off on each piece leaving enough length to run the stitches under the Blanket Stitch to secure it.  Using a 4 thread Overlock, serge the short edge of the Crown RST and do the same for the Band.  Place the edges (without the Blanket Stitch of the Band and Crown together.  The right side of the Band will match the wrong side of the Crown.  Matching the seam allowances serge around the circumference of the hat to attach the two pieces together.

Tie a piece of string or yarn approx. 2 ½” down from the top edge for Child’s hat and 4-5” for Adult Hat.

