Charity Tote Bag Instructions

Cutting Instructions:

Cut (2) pieces 18 ½” wide x 19 ½” long for both outer and lining fabric.  Cut 2” squares from the bottom of each.

Cut (2) pockets from remaining fabric from 18 ½” strip

Cut (2) handles 24” long

Sewing Instructions:

Pockets:

Sew around pockets leaving an opening to turn RSO.  Topstitch across the top edge of the pocket 1/8”-1/4” down from the top edge to give it added body and support.  Center pocket on bag and attach 6” down from top of outer bag and lining.

Bag:

Serge/Sew across bottom and each side.  Open out bottom corners and match up bottom seam with side seam.  Serge/Sew across ends.

If you’re using a serger, place bag WST with lining and serge around the top opening.  Turn top edge to lining side 1 ½” and press.  Insert handles under hem 5 ½” from side seam and baste in place. Topstitch hem in place.  Turn handles toward the top of the bag and tack in place.

If you’re using a sewing machine, you will need to leave an opening in either the side or bottom of the bag so you can turn it RSO.  Attach handles 5 ½” from side seam to the top edge and baste in place.  With the handles toward the inside, put the bag RST with lining, stitch around the top edge.  Turn bag RSO, press and topstitch to hold outer fabric and lining together.

